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Relative to recognizing Melvin Won Pat-Borja for serving the people of Guam and strengthening
= healthy relationships in our island community; and congratulating him as the recipient of the “2024

g @ National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Guam Chaptet Public Citizen Award.”

. 1O BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES I MINA TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN:

f—— WHEREAS, 1t 15 the sense of [ Lsbesaturan Gurdhan to recopmize the life and accomplishments of those distmpuished eitzens of this great ishand who have demonstrated exeeptional
it @‘ commitment, nreless dedication, and selfless service 1o our community and the needs of our people; and
/N WHEREAS, the reaiptent of the Public Citizen of the Year award has consistently exhibited exemplary leadership, compasaon, and generosity, making a meanmngful difference in

S "@ the lives of others; and
G WHEREAS, Mclvin Won Pat-Bona s a spoken word poct, slam poct, hip hop artist, and teacher. He curee

ly serves as the Presdent of the De

WHEREAS, Melvin Won Par-Bora was born on Guam n 1981 to Melvin B. Borja and former Senator and Speaker, the Honorable Judith 1. Won

I ‘ 1o two (2] children, Ka'isa and Ma's 1
WHEREAS, s p. for slam poctry be

ent of CHamorn Affairs; and
)., and 1< a proud father |

love for lup-hop must

and he has been compenng m poetry slims since 2003 Melvin's poctry often reflects socnl justice,

3]

,',f‘ V@ education, and wentity 1ssues. s joumey from wrining rap lyncs 1o becommg an influential spoken word artist was shaped by his desire to repres am well and awaken
SHGs  through s words; and

~ =y WHEREAS, 2 1999 graduate of Southern High Schaol w Sdwta Rite Sz, Melvin went on to graduate from the University of Hawar - Manoa m 2006, where he magored in Secondary

Fducation; and

WHEREAS, he delved mto Hawar'Fs history, uncovenng echoes i Guam's historical tapestry, both woven wath the tnbulanons of ther nanve peoples. Ths insighrs nro these
parallel narranves, intertwined with his encounters with societal mequities, fucled a pocte fervor. With a pen porsed, ready to awaken the apathetic, he found mspiration 1o create
poctry that could shape a more aware present and a flexible future; and 5
founded Pacific Tongues / Youth Speaks Hawar's and Sinangdn-ra Youth Movement - both non-profit organtzations that have uplifred, msprred
countless youth, and provided a creatve haven for atnsk Indigenous youth to speak about comples issues that could not otherwise be expressed, if not through poctry; and

WHEREAS, Mclvin Won Par-Bora has been an educator i the public school system for over a decade and most recently served at Southern High School. A compa
educator who fostered a positive leaming environment and helped students theive through understanding, patience, kindness, and the abiliry to conneer with all srudents
mentorship, s guidance and mfuence have led students 1o positive personal growths and

onare
nder his

WHEREAS, his unwavenng commitment to social justice. equality, and the welfare of others has served as an mspieanon to all those around him, fostering a spiet of unity, empathy,
and solidaniry. As an cducator, his countless acts of kindness, penerosity, and altansm have had a profound and lasting impact, touchimy the hearts and minds of numerous mdividuals,
andl makinye our community a better place for all; and

WHEREAS, a tundamental principle of social work 1 the purant of social jusnee. For Guam, the pivotal social justice coneem s decolomrzation. As the Exceative Director of the
Commussion on Decolonization and the President of the Department of CHamere Affaies, Melvin 1s a leading figure in the decolonizanon campaign. 1le artculates that colonization
affects not only the land but also the essence and idennity of s

WHEREAS, he has been a staunch proponent for Guam’s mterests at the United Nations, champtoning Indigenous nghrs and the puesint of self-determmation to rectify past and
persistent wrongs against Guam's populace. Ths leadership has been pivotal e exafing Huba Mo'ne A Self-Determnation Study for Gedbar,” which will serve as the cducational
campayn for the commumity of Guam: and

WHEREAS, Mclvin's exemplary service and dedicarton o the betterment of society exemplifies the true essence of eitizenship, embodying the principles of compassion, mtegrty,
and avic responsibihty: now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Commuttee on Rules of [ Mina'trentar Siette Na Libestaturan Guiban does hereby, on behalf of T Libeskituran Guitan and the people of Guam, recognize Melvin
Won Par-Bona for serving the people of G and strengthening healthy relationships in our island community; and cong
Assocition of Social Workers (NASW) Guam Chapter Public Citzen Aware;

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Charrperson of the Comminie
thereafter transmutted to Melan Wor

ilate him ax the recipient of the *2024 National
and be it further

m Rules certify, and the Lemslatve Sceretary attest to, the adoprion hereof, and thar copies of the same be
Pat-Borg; and o the Honorable Lourdes AL Leon Guerrero, I Maga'higan Guiban.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF I MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 15" DAY OF
MARCH 2024,

CHRIS BARNETT
Chairperson, Committee on Rules

oG AMANDA L. SHELTON
K i v@ Legislative Secretary
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Relative to recognizing Melvin Won Pat-Borja for serving

the people of Guam and strengthening healthy relationships

in our island community; and congratulating him as the

recipient of the “2024 National Association of Social Workers

(NASW) Guam Chapter Public Citizen Award.”

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF [
MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN:

WHEREAS, it is the sense of I Liheslaturan Gudhan to recognize the life and
accomplishments of those distinguished citizens of this great island who have

demonstrated exceptional commitment, tireless dedication, and selfless service to our

community and the needs of our people; and
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WHEREAS, the recipient of the Public Citizen of the Year award has
consistently exhibited exemplary leadership, compassion, and generosity, making a
meaningful difference in the lives of others; and

WHEREAS, Melvin Won Pat-Borja is a spoken word poet, slam poet, hip hop
artist, and teacher. He currently serves as the President of the Department of CHamoru
Affairs; and

WHEREAS, Melvin Won Pat-Borja was born on Guam in 1981 to Melvin B.
Borja and former Senator and Speaker, the Honorable Judith T. Won Pat, Ed.D., and is
a proud father to two (2) children, Ka'isa and Ma'ina; and

WHEREAS, his passion for slam poetry began with his love for hip-hop music,
and he has been competing in poetry slams since 2003. Melvin’s poetry often reflects
social justice, education, and identity issues. His journey from writing rap lyrics to
becoming an influential spoken word artist was shaped by his desire to represent Guam
well and awaken minds through his words; and

WHEREAS, a 1999 graduate of Southern High School in Santa Rita-Sumai,
Melvin went on to graduate from the University of Hawai i-Manoa in 2006, where he
majored in Secondary Education; and

WHEREAS, he delved into Hawaii’s history, uncovering echoes in Guam’s
historical tapestry, both woven with the tribulations of their native peoples. His insights
into these parallel natratives, intertwined with his encounters with societal inequities,
fueled a poetic fervor. With a pen poised, ready to awaken the apathetic, he found
inspiration to create poetry that could shape a more aware present and a flexible future;
and

WHEREAS, in 2005, Melvin co-founded Pacific Tongues / Youth Speaks
Hawai'l and Sinangdn-ta Youth Movement - both non-profit organizations that have

uplifted, inspired countless youth, and provided a creative haven for at-risk Indigenous
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youth to speak about complex issues that could not otherwise be expressed, if not
through poetry; and

WHEREAS, Melvin Won Pat-Borja has been an educator in the public school
system for over a decade and most recently served at Southern High School. A
compassionate educator who fostered a positive learning environment and helped
students thrive through understanding, patience, kindness, and the ability to connect
with all students. Under his mentorship, his guidance and influence have led students
to positive personal growth; and

WHEREAS, his unwavering commitment to social justice, equality, and the
welfare of others has served as an inspiration to all those around him, fostering a spirit
of unity, empathy, and solidarity. As an educator, his countless acts of kindness,
generosity, and altruism have had a profound and lasting impact, touching the hearts
and minds of numerous individuals, and making our community a better place for all;
and

WHEREAS, a fundamental principle of social work is the pursuit of social
justice. For Guam, the pivotal social justice concern is decolonization. As the Executive
Director of the Commission on Decolonization and the President of the Department of
CHamoru Affairs, Melvin is a leading figure in the decolonization campaign. He
articulates that colonization affects not only the land but also the essence and identity
of its inhabitants; and

WHEREAS, he has been a staunch proponent for Guam’s interests at the United
Nations, championing Indigenous rights and the pursuit of self-determination to rectify
past and persistent wrongs against Guam’s populace. His leadership has been pivotal in
crafting ‘Huha Mo'ma: A Self-Determination Study for Guahan,” which will serve as

the educational campaign for the community of Guam; and
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WHEREAS, Melvin’s exemplary service and dedication to the betterment of
society exemplifies the true essence of citizenship, embodying the principles of
compassion, integrity, and civic responsibility; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina'trentai Siette Na
Liheslaturan Guahan does hereby, on behalf of 7 Liheslaturan Gudhan and the people
of Guam, recognize Melvin Won Pat-Borja for serving the people of Guam and
strengthening healthy relationships in our island community; and congratulate him as
the recipient of the “2024 National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Guam
Chapter Public Citizen Award;” and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules
certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of
the same be thereafter transmitted to Melvin Won Pat-Borja; and to the Honorable

Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, I Maga'hagan Guahan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF
I MINA'TRENTAI SIETTE NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE 15™ DAY
OF MARCH 2024.

THERESE MJTERLAJE CHRIS BARNETT
Speaker Chairperson, Committee on Rules

! ?‘[fw»&

"AMANDA'L. SHELTON
Legislative Secretary
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Office of the Speaker
THERESE M. TERLAJE

I Mina’trentai Siette na Liheslaturan Gudahan | 37th Guam Legislature
Committee on Health, Land, Justice, and Culture

March 15, 2024

MEMORANDUM

To: All Senators, Stakeholders
From: Speaker Therese M. Terlaje 7777

Subject: Notice of Presentation - Resolution Nos. 350-37 (COR) to 355-37 (COR).

Buenas yan Hafa Adai!

Please join us for the presentation of Resolution Nos. 350-37 (COR) to 355-37 (COR) - Relative to
recognizing National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Guam Chapter on the observance of
“Social Work Month,” and the “Social Worker of the Year,” “Social Work Student of the Year,”
“Public Citizen of the Year,” “Lifetime Achievement,” and the “Exemplary Service Provider of
the Year,” Awards.

Legislative Resolutions will be presented at the NASW Awards Banquet on Friday, March 15, 2024, at
7:30 p.m., at the Westin Hotel Ballroom, Tumon. Please note that the NASW Awards Banquet is from
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

We look forward to your participation.

Please Note that the Committee on Rules has waived the 24-Hour Notice of Presentation.

Si Yu'os Ma'ase'!

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagatfia, Guam 96910
Tel: (671) 472-3586 | Email: senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com | www.senatorterlaje.com
*For transmittal of official Messages & Communications to the Guam Legislature to be distributed to all Senators,
please send to: speaker@guamlegislature.org



